adverlisernen] or nosios that tells you the accourting racords ane evailable 1o inepes wil also giie the
pefiod far the anercise of pubkc rights during which you may ask e audilosr guestions, which hara
means furmaly asking quastions under tha Aot You can sek soreene ko mpresent you when asking
the xtesmal audiior guestions,

Balora you ask the external audilor any quastions, inspect the accounling reconds fuly, so you know
whal they comain. Flease ramamber that you camnmol larmally ssk guestions, urder the A25. after tha
end of tha period for the exercise of public fghts. You may ask your smaller authority athar queslions
ahoid thalr acoounts for any yaar, &l any ime. Bul these are nat questions undar the Act

Yau can ask the axtemal audior questions about an ibem in tha accounting recards for th Tingndcial
wear being aucited. Howawver, your right 10 ask S exemal auditer quastiors |8 mBed. Tha axternal
auditor can only answer ‘what questions, nol ‘why' guestions. Tha axemal audior cannol snmwer
ipaestions sbout palicies, fAinances, procedures or anything ose uniass It ks dirsclly milevant o an itom
in the accourding records. Remember thal your guestions must slways s aboul facks, not apinicns, Te
avoid misundarstancing, we recommend that you abways put your queastions in wiling.

Tha right to maks objections &l audit

'oa hawa inspecsed the sccounting records and asked your quesons of the smallar autharity, Now you
may wish b0 object to the sccounts an the basis that 8n ilem in hem is in your view unlawhi o e
are matiars of wider Conceen arising from the smaller authoriy's finances. A local government akacior
can ask the extamal suditor fo apply to tha High Gour Tor a dedarafion that an Bam of accounl is
UniEwTUL, OF Lo isswe 8 report on matters which ana in Use public imerest. You must tell 1 sdbamal
auckor which spacific ibam in the accounts you obiect 16 and why you think the Bam ks unlewiul, or why
wali think vl & pubbc interest report shoud be made about iU You must provida the extarmal audilor
with the evidence you have ta support your objection. Disagreeing whh inceme or spending doss not
make il uni=whul. To cajact o tha accounls you must wiite 1o tha extemal sudite slating you want o
make an objection, Including the infamation and avidenca bakow and you must send a cogy o the
smaller authartty, Tha natice must incude:

= confirmation thad you are an alacier in the smaller authanity's snes;

= why yau ana chiscling ks e accounts and the facts on which you rely;

= datals of ary Bem in the eccounts that you think s urdaswdul; and

= dalails of ary matier about which wou fink the esdernal audsar should make 8 public inteoss

repart

Ottear e it mest be in writing, thare i m sel fofmal for abjecting. You can only ask the exdermel auditor
12 &t within the powers mlanle under the Lol Audit and Accoundability At 2014,
A final word

“faw may nat usa this ‘Tight o cbjest’ o make & personsl complain or claim againgt your smalker
autharity, You shoukd baks such complaints to your focal Cifizens’ Advice Burea, beal Law Caile ar
o wour salicitor. Smaller authanities, and so local laxpayers, meat the costs of desiing with guestions
anid objections. In deciding wharthar to iaka your abjecfon forward, one of a sarias of faclors the audisar
must take into secound is the cost that will be invaheed, they will anly continus with the objection if it is
In thi public inkenesl lo da so. They may Alsn dacide nol 1o consider an objechon IF they think hat it is
frivalous: or vexaious, or if& repeats an chiection aiready consderad. if vou appeal 1o the courts against
an sudilor’s deasion not o Apply 30 the counls for a declarmgion that an Iem of sccount & unlzwiul, W
will have to pay for the action voursell.

W IF you wish %0 contact your authorily’s appoinied
s mpoct pwors o SLbors oo i g | SXSmal sucdtor pease wite 1o e adiress n
publication Locsl suioeily ecmints: A quids fg | PERIEEN 4 of he Nalice of Puble Rights and

Puhlicatan of Unguailed Annuval Govamenes &
your righis are evaitable fom the MAD wensie. | Accountahiity Retur,




